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councils of Zurich and Basle, and it was, after all, the
Minister of Finance who had to be chosen with a view
to the need for a big increase of revenue; according to
Socialist opinion big vested interests were afraid'of un-
welcome reforms. In the event, 117 votes were given
for Dr. Wetter and 98 for Herr Kloti. Soon after this
the Social Democrats began to work for an initiative in
favour of the direct election of the Federal Council,
like the American President, by the whole people, and
for an increase in its membership from seven to nine.
This latter proposal was taken up and supported by
many members of the Freethinking Party though it
was clearly intended to bring the Socialists on to the
Federal Council. In the autumn of 1939 both Cham-
bers and the whole Federal Council are due for
re-election, and these controversies will have to be
settled one way or the other. They give rise, of course,
to inevitable grumbling that there is altogether too
much voting and too much party strife. But Swiss
opinion on the whole probably shares the feelings of
relief enjoyed by the foreign observer, who may, for
a moment, feel anxiety at the bitter enmity hostile
politicians express towards one another, but quickly
reminds himself that this is a mark of real political
vitality, and that outspoken criticism is a thousand
times better than the sycophantic obedience and
pernicious whispering which prevail in totalitarian
States.
Perhaps the main political controversy in Switzer-
land, an issue to which most others relate, is that
between those who cherish the extremer aspects of
federalism and those who advocate greater centraliza-
tion. Since the smaller cantons are conservative and